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within eight miles of Colesberg without sighting the enemy on a preliminary reconnaissance, and this decided French to attempt to seize the place. Endless reconnaissances, necessitated by the difficult country, the extreme mobility of the enemy, his own insufficient force and the guarding of the long lines of communications, occupied the first weeks of November and brought the little force as far as Arundel Station, whence French hoped to be able to seize* the hills to the north of that place. But the enemy was found to be in force on these hills, and we were not able to occupy them until December 7, by which time they had been evacuated.
Establishing himself firmly ,at Arundel, French continued his harassing tactics against the enemy. His main idea was so to confuse and puzzle him that, whilst frustrating the Boer plans, he might quietly continue his own advance. So successfully did he realize his scheme that by the end of the month (and the end of the year) the Boers were everywhere falling back on Colesberg. In the early morning of December 30 French, whose custom it was to make daily reconnaissances in person, accompanied by some cavalry and artillery,
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found that Rensburg had been evacuated and that Colesberg wa8 still in the hands of the enemy.
It was his next immediate objective, Surrounded by high kopjes affording abundant shelter to the enemy, its capture would only be possible by an actual display of forco. Careful reconnaissance indicated a point five miles to the south-west of Coiesberg, Maedor's Farm, as t a suitable spot from which to deliver a night attack on two of the hills looking down on the place. The possession of these hills would jeopardize the enemy's line of retreat. '
The attack was brilliantly carried out. The attacking column advanced in dead silence, even the baggage carts being dispensed with to avoid a betrayal of the movement through the creaking of their wheels. The first hill, subsequently known as McCracken's Hill, was rushed and taken.
The first part of the operations had been successfully realized, but subsequent progress was found to be impossible. As on so many other occasions in the South African War, which proved the triumph of the modern rifie, the Boers, well sheltered on the barren